


Level 1: You have spent little or no 
time in personal Bible study and 
you have limited knowledge of 
the Bible.  FOCUS: Key Passage, 
Devotional Thought.

Level 2:  Most of your experience 
with the Bible is from church and/
or at home.  You have been taught  
from the Bible, but you have not 
consistently studied it on your own.  
FOCUS: Extra Reading, Devotional 
Thought, Answer at least the first 
two daily questions as you can.

Level 3: You have a bit of 
experience reading the Bible 
on your own.  Maybe it hasn’t 
always been consistent or you are 
newer at it, but you are getting 
comfortable with it.  FOCUS: Extra 
Reading, Devotional Thought, 
Answer all four daily questions.

Level 4:  You have a lot of 
experience in Bible study and you 
consistently see solid applications.  
Focus:  Extra Reading, Devotional 
Thought, All daily questions.  Also 
try creating your own questions.

Determine to begin today a journey that will last a lifetime, and will change your life forever.

“...The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.” James 5:16

quick start guide: 4 levels

Other requests...

Reach out to...

How answered...

How will I do it...

Date...

How it went...

monthly prayer sheet



monthly commitment sheet

Name: 

This sheet is designed to help you make personal commitments each 
month that will help you grow in your walk with God. Fill it out by 
determining
 1.) What will push you.
 2.) What you think you can achieve.
If you need help filling out your commitments, Seek out someone you 
trust who can help you. Share your commitments with those who will 
help keep you accountable to your personal commitment.

Personal Devotions:
How did I do with my commitment last month?
I will commit to read the OnTrack Bible passage and devotional 
thought   day(s) each week this month.

Church Attendance:
How did I do last month with my attendance?

I will attend Youth/Growth Group  time(s) this month.
I will attend the Sunday AM service  time(s) this month.
I will attend the Sunday PM service  time(s) this month.
I will attend     time(s) this month.
I will attend     time(s) this month.

Scripture Memory:
How did I do with Scripture memory last month: 
I will memorize  key verse(s) from the daily OnTrack Devotions 
this month.

Outreach:
How did I do last month in sharing Christ?

I will share Christ with   person/people this month.
I will serve my local church this month by:

Other Activities:
List any other opportunities such as events, prayer group, etc..., you will 
participate in this month.



monday  |  10.01.12

luke 1:1-5

Xtra reading

As you begin reading the 
book of Luke, what are you 
hoping to get from it?  How 
do you want to be different 
after having read it?  One 
goal you may have chosen 
is found in the introduction 
to this book.  In fact, you 
might want to make it your 
daily prayer for this month.  
Luke began the book by 
explaining why he wrote it.  
Although there were others 
who had written about these 
same events, Luke wrote his 
own account to Theophilus. 
Luke tells us that he had 
researched and investigated 
everything that took place in 
the life and ministry of Jesus 
Christ and wanted to record 
it for this man.  Why? - So that 
Theophilus could be certain 
of what he had been taught.  
In other words, this book 
was written so that we can 
know for sure that what we 
have been taught is true.  It 
is exciting to discover that we 
can gain greater certainty 
and confidence in what we 
believe.  It is so easy to read 
the gospels and wonder if 
it is reality or fiction.  As you 
read through this book this 
month, ask God every day 
to give you an even greater 
certainty that what you are 
reading is true.  Remember it 
is fact, not fiction.

luke 1

say what?
Observation: What do I see?

so what?
Interpretation: What does it mean?

now what?
Application: How does it apply to me?

then what?
Implementation: What do I do?

certainty



Xtra reading

How do you respond to the 
truth of God’s Word?  When 
God speaks to you, what is 
your response?  Hopefully, it is 
exactly like Mary’s in today’s 
reading.  An angel came to 
her and gave to her some 
incredible news - news that 
had major implications for 
her life.  She was going to 
have a baby without ever 
having had sex with a man.  
She was a virgin. That baby 
was going to be conceived 
through the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  This was not going 
to be just any baby, this child 
was to be the long awaited 
Messiah. She must have 
been overwhelmed. “Why 
me?    What   will  Joseph say?  
People will never believe my 
story and will assume that I  
had sex before I was married.  
This child will be taunted for 
being illegitimate.  How can 
this possibly be true?” These 
were questions she must have 
asked herself.  But Scripture 
tells us something amazing 
about Mary.  According to 
verse 45, she believed that 
what the Lord had told her 
would be accomplished.  
What great faith!  Could 
that be said of you?  Do 
you believe that what the 
Lord has said to you through 
Scripture and the ministry of 
the Holy Spirit in your life will 
take place?  How great is 
your faith?

say what?
What are you facing that seems impossible?

so what?
What has God said about it?

now what?
What  should your response be to the situation?  

then what?
In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you make?

luke 1:26-45

luke 1 (again)

true faith

tuesday   |  10.02.12



wednesday  |  10.03.12

luke 2:8-20

Xtra reading

When was the last time you 
were really discouraged and 
just when you were about 
to give up, God brought 
someone into your life to 
encourage you?  If you can 
think of an example, then 
you can identify with Joseph 
and Mary in today’s reading.  
God had asked them to do 
something extremely difficult. 
Mary was pregnant and 
Joseph was not the father.  
Then, as she was about to 
give birth, they were required 
with everyone to register at 
his hometown.  Mary and 
Joseph left for Bethlehem 
in order to register.  There, 
all alone, Mary gave  birth  
to  a  son.    It   must   have   
been   an incredible moment 
for them.  But they were in a 
stable, and they were alone-
no family, no friends to share 
their joy or tell them how 
cute their baby was.  Not 
exactly what they each had 
envisioned for this moment.  
But God did not forget, and 
He sent shepherds to see 
their baby.  What could have 
been a difficult moment was 
suddenly turned into joy as 
they all shared it together.  
Likewise, no matter what you 
are going through or what 
God has asked you to do, He 
knows and has a plan.  At the 
perfect moment, He will send 
whatever or whomever  you 
need.  

luke 2

just in time

say what?
Observation: What do I see?

so what?
Interpretation: What does it mean?

now what?
Application: How does it apply to me?

then what?
Implementation: What do I do?



Xtra reading

Is it permissible to be in the 
military?  What if you are 
called to war and have to 
kill another person?  These 
are difficult questions to 
answer.  However, we find in 
today’s reading, information 
that helps us to answer 
them.  John the Baptist was 
preaching in the wilderness 
and people’s hearts were 
softened.  A group of tax 
collectors were there and 
asked John how they should 
respond to what he was 
saying. John answered them 
by telling them to only tax 
what they should.  A group of 
soldiers were  there also and 
asked what their response  
should  be  in  light  of what   
he   was   saying.   Notice 
what John did not tell them.  If 
being a soldier were wrong, it 
would seem that John would 
have used this opportunity to 
say so. If fighting a war was 
wrong, John should have 
said that being a soldier was 
fine as long as one did not kill 
in battle.  He only told them 
not to extort money, accuse 
people falsely, and to be 
content with their pay.  It 
would seem that being in the 
military, which may require 
you to fight in a war, was 
permitted.  When seeking 
answers to hard questions, 
we must determine what 
God  says by studying His 
Word. In it, we will always find 
answers

say what?
Observation: What do I see?

so what?
Interpretation: What does it mean?

now what?
Application: How does it apply to me?

then what?
Implementation: What do I do?

luke 3:7-14

luke 3

being a soldier

thursday   |  10.04.12



friday  |  10.05.12

luke 4:1-13

Xtra reading

What exactly was Satan 
trying to get Jesus to do in this 
chapter?  Why would it have 
been wrong for Him to turn 
the stones into bread?  Jesus 
had been alone for forty 
days and nights.  During that 
time, He had gone without 
food.  Obviously,  He was 
very hungry. (And you think 
you’re hungry when you get 
home from school or work.) 
He had the ability to make 
bread for Himself to eat.  
There is nothing wrong with 
bread or Him making it.  The 
problem was that the Father 
had chosen not to provide 
it for Him right then. God 
wanted Him to be hungry.  
Therefore, turning the rocks 
into bread would have been 
stepping outside of the  plan 
of God,  providing for Himself 
something that God did not 
want for Him at that time.  
Satan was tempting Him to 
distrust God’s timing. How 
often are you tempted in this 
same way?  You have the 
ability to get something you 
want, or need, or deserve so 
you go ahead and get it. The 
snag, however, is that God 
does not want you to have it 
at this time or He has another 
way to provide for you.  Are 
you being tempted in this 
way now?  God’s timing and 
provisions are all we ever 
need.  Trust His timing!

luke 4

say what?
What common areas do people struggle with trusting in God’s timing?

so what?
How have you responded in the past when faced with these kinds of 
situations?

now what?
What can you learn from the example of Jesus to help when you do?

then what?
In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you make?

trusting God



Xtra reading

How do you respond when 
you see God perform an 
amazing work in your life?  
Have you ever responded 
the way Peter did in today’s 
reading?  Peter had been 
fishing all night and hadn’t 
caught anything.  Since he 
was a career fisherman, this 
must have been incredibly 
frustrating.  Jesus told Peter 
to cast his nets on the other 
side of the boat.  He was 
reluctant but complied with 
Christ’s request. Without 
faith in Jesus’ command, not 
thinking it would work, he cast 
the nets on the other side of 
the boat.  The resulting catch 
threatened to break the nets.    
In  fact,  Peter had to signal 
for another boat to come 
help them pull the fish out 
of the water.  The amount of 
fish was so astounding, both 
boats were full and in danger 
of sinking.  Peter responded  
by  falling at the feet of Jesus, 
declaring himself to be a 
sinful man.  This work of God 
revealed how unworthy he 
was.  When you see God 
for who He is, it also gives 
you a glimpse of who you 
are.  When God does the 
amazing in your life, it should  
cause you to fall at His feet 
with humble gratitude.  Is that 
your attitude as you see what 
God has done and is doing in 
your life?  It ought to be.

say what?
Observation: What do I see?

so what?
Interpretation: What does it mean?

now what?
Application: How does it apply to me?

then what?
Implementation: What do I do?

luke 5:1-11

luke 5

humble gratitude

saturday  |  10.06.12



sunday  |  10.07.12

proverbs  9

The book of Proverbs was designed to help us in “attaining wisdom and discipline; in 
understanding words of insight; in acquiring a disciplined and prudent life, doing what is 
right and just and fair; in giving prudence to the simple, knowledge and discretion to the 
young.”  As you read through this chapter, write down the verses that are most significant 
to you in your present circumstances.

verse    |    what truth it communicates     |    how it impacts my life



Xtra reading

When you are faced with a 
difficult decision, what do you 
do?  Who is the first person 
that comes to mind that you 
could talk to?  Hopefully, 
you respond as Jesus did in 
today’s reading.  Jesus was 
faced with a most difficult 
task.  He had to choose 
twelve apostles from those 
who were following Him.  
The job which lay ahead for 
these men was great.  They 
were going to be given the 
responsibility of taking the 
message of the Gospel to 
the world after Christ left the 
earth.  Obviously, this was 
a critical decision. What 
did Jesus do?  He spent the 
night in prayer. He sought 
the wisdom of the Father.  
Today’s reading tells us that 
after the night of prayer 
was past, He brought the 
disciples together. He picked 
twelve from among them to 
be designated as apostles.  
Is this how you determine 
which choices are best?  Do 
you spend time in prayer 
asking for the wisdom of 
God?  When trouble occurs, 
do you run to your friends, or 
do you run to your Heavenly 
Father?  We need to follow 
the example of Christ and 
face each decision, big or 
small, having spent time 
in prayer seeking God’s 
direction.  What decision 
are you presently facing that  
you need to pray about?

say what?
Observation: What do I see?

so what?
Interpretation: What does it mean?

now what?
Application: How does it apply to me?

then what?
Implementation: What do I do?

luke 6:12-16

luke 6

seeking wisdom

monday  |  10.08.12



tuesday  |  10.09.12

luke 7:36-50

Xtra reading

Have you ever watched 
someone treat a gift he 
has received, which he did 
not deserve, with little or no 
appreciation?  If so, then 
you will understand the point 
Jesus was making in this 
chapter. Jesus was anointed 
by a woman of ill-repute in 
the house of the Pharisee 
where He was visiting.  The 
Pharisee was disgusted and 
felt that Jesus should not 
have been gracious to this 
woman.  Jesus called Peter 
and told a story to illustrate an 
important point.  The point He 
made is that those who have 
been forgiven much, love 
much. When we realize how 
much we have been given 
that we do not deserve, 
we respond with great 
love.  Jesus had forgiven 
this woman of her sins, and 
her obvious response was 
gratitude and great love for 
Him.  Too often, we lose sight 
of how great our salvation 
is.  For some, it happened 
because you were saved as 
a child and have forgotten 
the reality of just how much 
you have been forgiven.  We 
must never lose sight of the 
great things God has done 
for us that we don’t deserve.  
We need to be filled with 
love and wonder for God as 
we reflect on His amazing gift 
of salvation to us.  There is no 
other response we can have.

luke 7

say what?
What was your life like before you were saved?  (If you were saved as a 
child, how could your life have been different had you not been saved?) 

so what?
Make a list of all that is true in your life because you are saved.

now what?
What should your response be when you reflect on what God has done 
for you?

then what?
In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you make?

gratitude



Xtra reading

What is the meaning of verse 
18 in today’s reading?  The 
answer is  sobering.  Jesus 
was making some important 
statements in this section.  
He told His listeners that the 
whole point of  light is to put 
it in a place where people 
can see it and be impacted 
by it.  One does not hide 
light so that it can’t be seen 
or have the desired affect.  
So it is with spiritual light.  
God has poured the light of 
spiritual truth into our hearts 
and minds.  That light is not 
intended to be hidden or 
kept under cover.  The design 
is for us to take the light we 
have been given and put it 
in a prominent  position  so  
others can see it. In light of 
this principle, Christ told them 
to be careful how they listen.  
Those who hear and do not 
hide the truth will be given 
more truth.  Those who take 
what they are getting, keep 
it to themselves, or hide it, will 
not be given more.  In fact, 
what  they have will be taken 
away. Do you comprehend 
what this means?  Your 
response to the truth you 
hear determines if you 
receive more.  Consequently, 
we must insure that we are 
sharing and using what God 
is teaching us.  If you struggle 
getting truth from the Bible, it 
may be because you are not 
sharing it.

say what?
Observation: What do I see?

so what?
Interpretation: What does it mean?

now what?
Application: How does it apply to me?

then what?
 Implementation: What do I do?

luke 8:16-18

luke 8

response to truth

wednesday  |  10.10.12



thursday  |  10.11.12

luke 9:10-17

Xtra reading

How do you react to 
someone who interrupts your 
time when you want to be 
alone?  How do you respond 
to someone who wants 
you or needs something 
from you when you want to 
be with your friends? How 
about when that interruption 
is a family member or the 
annoying person at work?  
Is it like the response Jesus 
gave in this account? Jesus 
sent his disciples out, and 
they came back excited 
about what God had done 
through them.  Jesus made a 
decision to go off where they 
could be alone and spend 
some private time together.  
The crowd however, had a 
different idea.  They  wanted  
to  be  with Him and followed 
Him. He responded by 
welcoming them.  He sat 
down and began to teach 
them.  He did not behave 
rudely or speak harshly to 
make it obvious He wanted 
to be alone.  He put His own 
desires aside for the needs 
of people.   Often, we allow 
our own desires to cause 
us to react to people in an 
unkind way.  We want to 
talk privately with someone 
and speak rudely to a family 
member who wants to be 
with us.  We sit in church 
and become annoyed if 
someone intrudes on our 
time.  This week, respond like 
Christ when interrupted.

luke 9

say what?
Who are the people you struggle the most with when interrupted? 

so what?
Why is it so hard for you to respond as Christ did?

now what?
In what ways can you improve in this area?

then what?
In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you make?

interruptions



Xtra reading

If you were to compile a list of 
qualities that make someone 
great, what would be on 
your list? How does your list 
compare to what Christ said 
in verses 46-48 of this chapter? 
Christ tells us that one quality 
that certainly needs to be 
on our list is “concern for 
others”.  In fact, not only is it 
important that we care for 
others, it is also important 
who we are reaching out to.  
It is not only about what you 
do, but who you are doing it 
for.  We often care for those 
who will care back. We do 
not usually have a problem 
reaching out to the popular 
people or to those who  
will give us recognition or 
repayment.  In this account, 
Jesus said that if you want to 
be great in His kingdom, you 
must demonstrate concern 
to all people - concern for 
children, the poor, the drug 
addict, the girl considering 
an abortion,  your neighbor, 
your brother, your parents. 
Based on this measuring stick, 
how great are you? Will you 
be one of the greatest in the 
kingdom, or one of the least?  
How and to whom can you 
show true greatness today? 
Strive to be the least among 
us.  There are certainly 
enough who already think 
they are the greatest.   

say what?
Observation: What do I see?

so what?
Interpretation: What does it mean?

now what?
Application: How does it apply to me?

then what?
Implementation: What do I do?

luke 9:46-50

luke 9 (again)

the greatest

friday  |  10.12.12



saturday |  10.13.12

luke 10:17-24

Xtra reading

Who are the people that 
the Son has chosen in verse 
22?  The answer is awesome!  
Jesus was speaking with 
His disciples and they were 
rejoicing in the fact that God 
had demonstrated great 
power in their lives.  Jesus told 
them that while the examples 
of power they mentioned 
were awesome, there was 
something more they should 
be rejoicing over:  The great 
gift of salvation. Jesus then 
explained to them that one 
could not know the Father, 
except through the Son.  No 
one knows the Son, except 
through the Father.  The Son 
had chosen to reveal the 
Father to some.  We cannot 
know the Father or our need 
to accept the Son as Savior 
unless God  reveals it to us.  
All who have been saved 
are chosen people.  It should 
thrill us to know that God has 
revealed His truth to us so that 
we can accept His salvation.  
Without Him making it known 
to us, we would never have 
been able to receive eternal 
life.  When we do, we can 
see the miraculous work in 
our lives.  How great is the 
knowledge of our salvation.  
Write in the margin of your 
Bible next to verse 22, “that’s 
me” to remind you of the 
great work God has done on 
your behalf.

luke 10

say what?
What do people tend to see as greater than their salvation in their 
lives?

so what?
Why is it easy to lose the excitement about our salvation?

now what?
What can you do to prevent yourself from doing so?

then what?
 In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you make?

salvation revealed



proverbs 10  

sunday  |  10.14.12

The book of Proverbs was designed to help us in “attaining wisdom and discipline; in 
understanding words of insight; in acquiring a disciplined and prudent life, doing what is 
right and just and fair; in giving prudence to the simple, knowledge and discretion to the 
young.”  As you read through this chapter, write down the verses that are most significant 
to you in your present circumstances.

verse    |    what truth it communicates     |    how it impacts my life



monday  |  10.15.12

luke 11:14-28

Xtra reading

Have you ever thought that 
a portion of Scripture you 
read contradicted another 
religion’s teaching?  In light 
of what you read, it is hard for 
you to understand how one 
could believe something so 
contrary.  Today’s chapter 
holds a passage which is an 
example of that. Did you 
notice it?  In verse 27, we 
find a woman who was so 
moved by what Jesus said 
that she called out, “blessed 
is the mother who gave you 
birth....”  This is exactly what 
the Catholic church teaches 
- that Mary is blessed and 
should be worshiped.  They 
believe and teach that she 
has supernatural power  
and  a  special  influence 
over Jesus Christ. Christ’s 
response totally contradicts 
that position.  He responded 
to the woman by saying, 
“more than that,  blessed are 
those who hear the Word of 
God and keep it.” In fact, 
this statement goes a step 
further to say that people 
who hear the Word and obey 
it are more blessed than 
Mary.  She was privileged 
to be Jesus’ mother, but 
Mary was human, just like 
us.  Jesus Christ alone is to be 
worshiped and adored.  It is 
wrong to place her above or 
even equal to Christ.  God’s 
Word is clear on this issue and 
we need to understand it so 
that we can share what it 
says.

luke 11

say what?
Observation: What do I see?

so what?
Interpretation: What does it mean?

now what?
Application: How does it apply to me?

then what?
Implementation: What do I do?

mary



Xtra reading

How do you determine if 
someone is successful in 
life?  One answer people 
often give is found in today’s 
reading.  This chapter makes 
it clear that this answer is 
fallacy.  Jesus shared a 
parable to help them see 
that life is not determined 
by one’s possessions.  He 
spoke of a man who had 
accumulated great wealth 
and stored it up for the future.  
He had enough money to 
buy a big house, a nice 
camel,  and nice clothes. 
He decided to take life 
easy since he had so much 
money.  In his good fortune, 
he neglected to consider 
God.  He did not think about  
using  the  great wealth which 
was entrusted to him for God.  
He didn’t give to missionaries; 
he didn’t help send kids 
to camp; he didn’t help 
meet needs of people in his 
church.  He  used his money 
to make his own life easy 
and comfortable.  By God’s 
standard, success in life is not 
measured according to our 
possessions.  God expects 
us to be rich with the use of 
our money toward Him.    This 
man faced the judgment of 
God because he was not.  
How rich are you towards 
God with your money?  Do 
you spend it all on yourself?  
Do you consider the needs of 
others?  How have you been  
rich toward God?

say what?
How have you recently spent money for yourself?

so what?
In what way have you recently spent money for God?

now what?
What do these two examples tell  you about how you use your money?

then what?
In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you make?

luke 12:13-21

luke 12

using money

tuesday  |  10.16.12



wednesday  |  10.17.12

luke 13:10-17

Xtra reading

Is all sickness in our lives due 
to an evil spirit?  Could all 
sickness be done away with 
if we just cast out the demon 
that causes it?  Some teach 
that, but today’s reading 
indicates otherwise.  Jesus 
came across a woman who 
was crippled.  She had  been 
that way for 18 years.  She 
was bent over and unable to 
straighten up.  Jesus saw her 
and called her to Him so that 
He might heal her.  Verse 10 
tells us that the cause of her 
infirmity was the result of an 
evil spirit. If all illness were the 
result of an evil spirit, it would 
not have been necessary for 
Jesus to  specifically  identify 
this illness as being from an 
evil spirit.  In fact, some illness 
is from God.  This woman had 
no idea the reason for her 
illness but when Christ healed 
her, she began to praise Him.  
All she knew was that God 
had done a miracle for her.  
To assume that all negative 
circumstances in our lives are 
due to evil spirits, or that God 
would not want us to face 
illness is wrong.  We sometimes 
give Satan and his demons 
too much credit.  When  God 
does a work, regardless of 
the cause, we need to praise 
Him.  All that happens in our 
lives, the good things and the 
hardships, are to make us like 
more like Christ. 

luke 13

say what?
Observation: What do I see?

so what?
Interpretation: What does it mean?

now what?
Application: How does it apply to me?

then what?
Implementation: What do I do?

illness



Xtra reading

Why are we to count the cost 
before we consider Christ?  It 
would seem that according 
to today’s reading we 
should, to see whether or not 
we can follow through on 
that commitment.  However, 
a closer examination of this 
text and the illustrations Christ 
gave reveals a different 
reason.  The example of the 
king is clear. He will examine 
the enemy to see if he 
can be successful in a war 
against him.  If he can not, 
he will send an envoy.  The 
consideration given was not 
to see if he would go to war, 
but to see if he had what he 
needed to succeed. Either he 
would fight and win, or would 
send an envoy.  He counted 
the cost so that he would 
know what was needed in 
order to win.  We likewise 
should not count the cost 
to see if we want to make a 
decision for Christ; we count 
the cost so we know what 
it will take to succeed.  We 
have no option. We evaluate 
in order to ensure victory.  If 
your child had cancer, you 
would count the cost so you 
would know what it would 
take to help him, not to see 
if you will do something at all. 
It takes 100% effort  to serve 
Christ.  We must count the 
cost so we are not surprised 
when hardships come.

say what?
Observation: What do I see?

so what?
Interpretation: What does it mean?

now what?
Application: How does it apply to me?

then what?
Implementation: What do I do?

luke 14:25-33

luke 14

count the cost

thursday  |  10.18.12



friday  |  10.19.12

luke 15:11-31

Xtra reading

How do you feel when 
someone sins and there 
seems to be no real 
consequences in his life for 
what he has done?  Do you 
feel that he should suffer or 
conclude that it is unfair if 
he appears to be getting 
away with his sin?  That is 
how the older brother felt in 
today’s chapter.  Although 
most people are familiar 
with this story, they often 
miss the point Jesus made 
about forgiveness.  One 
brother left - he walked away 
from his family.  He threw his 
money away and lived a 
life of sin.  He then came to 
himself and realized the error 
of his way and decided to 
go home.  His father, who 
had been watching for 
him, saw him coming and 
was overjoyed.  He threw a 
big party to welcome him 
home.  The older brother 
who had honored his father 
was envious and felt that his 
sinning brother should not be 
treated so kindly. That is how 
most Christians respond when 
a repentant sinner comes 
home. We are reluctant to 
forgive and encompass him 
with our love. We are envious 
when it appears that God or 
other believers are treating 
him better than they do 
us.  Could God be using this 
passage to rebuke you?  Are 
you behaving like this older 
brother? 

luke 15

say what?
Why is it so easy to react the same way as the older brother did?

so what?
In what ways have you reacted towards “sinning” brothers without love 
and/or forgiveness?

now what?
How can you improve your response in this area? 

then what?
In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you make?

our response



Xtra reading

What was so remarkable 
about the manager’s actions 
in the parable of the unjust 
servant? It seems as if what 
he had done was dishonest 
and wrong.  Why would God 
seemingly commend him 
for his actions?  Because his 
actions were based on the 
future.  He made choices 
based on what would 
impact his future in a  positive 
way.  That is how Christians 
are to live.  This man’s life was 
about to change.  He knew 
he needed to be prepared in 
case he lost his job.  He may 
need the assistance of those 
who owed him money.  They 
would help if he was kind to 
them.   He  cut  their  bills in 
half so that they would want 
to help him out in his time of 
need.  Before this crisis, he  
lived only for the present.  
He did not care about the 
future.  The point Jesus made 
was that we, too, ought to 
live our lives with the future in 
mind.  The man I am kind to 
today may allow me to share 
Christ with him tomorrow.  
The amount of Scripture I 
memorize today will help me 
resist temptation tomorrow.  
In what way does your view 
of the future impact how you 
behave today?  Don’t just 
live for today.  Make sure you 
are prepared for what may 
come tomorrow.  Are you 
ready?

say what?
Observation: What do I see?

so what?
Interpretation: What does it mean?

now what?
Application: How does it apply to me?

then what?
Implementation: What do I do?

luke 16:1-9

luke 16

thinking ahead

saturday  |  10.20.12



sunday  |  10.21.12

proverbs 11

The book of Proverbs was designed to help us in “attaining wisdom and discipline; in 
understanding words of insight; in acquiring a disciplined and prudent life, doing what is 
right and just and fair; in giving prudence to the simple, knowledge and discretion to the 
young.”  As you read through this chapter, write down the verses that are most significant 
to you in your present circumstances.

verse    |    what truth it communicates     |    how it impacts my life



Xtra reading

What response do you have 
when something you have 
done for God goes beyond 
the call of duty without 
being acknowledged? You 
may have made a sacrifice 
for someone or taken 
responsibility for a job at 
church and no one noticed 
enough to thank you.  How 
do you respond when God 
doesn’t seem to notice and 
reward you?  If you have 
typically responded poorly to 
these kinds of situations, this 
passage must have been a 
rebuke to you.  In verses 7-10, 
Jesus used the illustration of a 
servant to speak to us about 
our own attitudes in service 
to God. He said that if a  
servant came in after a hard 
day in the field, wouldn’t we 
ask him to serve us before 
he ate his own meal?  This is 
his job, after all.  The servant 
would not expect to be 
thanked because he was 
simply doing his job.  We 
should see our service to God 
in this same way.  We are to 
be humble servants, knowing 
we have much more than we 
deserve.  We should not look 
for or expect to be thanked 
and appreciated for what 
we do.  The only thanks we 
should need is knowing God 
knows.  Does this describe 
your attitude?  What should 
change so that it reflects how 
thankful you are?

luke 17:1-10

luke 17

attitude check

monday  |  10.22.12

say what?
Observation: What do I see?

so what?
Interpretation: What does it mean?

now what?
Application: How does it apply to me?

then what?
Implementation: What do I do?



tuesday  |  10.23.12

luke 18:1-8

Xtra reading

What was Jesus’ purpose 
for  telling the story He did in 
today’s reading?  How does 
it accomplish the goal stated 
in verse 1?  Jesus told a 
parable about a judge who 
did not fear God.   His actions 
were not determined by 
what God wanted or desired.  
A woman came to him again 
and again to seeking justice 
against her adversary, but 
the judge refused to help 
her.  Being persistent, she 
continued to come and ask.  
Finally, the judge granted 
her request, not because he 
wanted to see justice done, 
or because he wanted to 
help her, but because he   
was tired of her asking.  He 
did it to get her off his back.  
Jesus’ point is that if a judge 
administers justice due to 
one’s persistence, how much 
more will God, who always 
responds out of love, hear 
our prayers.  God does not 
answer our requests because 
of unrelenting pleas, but 
out of love and concern for 
what is best.  In light of that, 
He does not want us to just 
give up and stop asking.  This 
parable shows us that if an 
unjust man would answer out 
of frustration how much more 
would a loving father give to 
his children. Have you grown 
discouraged in your prayers?  
Do not give up!

luke 18

say what?
What requests have you made to God that He doesn’t seems to be 
hearing? 

so what?
Why do you think God does not seem to be responding ?

now what?
What can you learn from today’s reading to help with your requests? 

then what?
In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you make?

keep praying



Xtra reading

How do you feel when 
you spend time with lost 
people?  What thoughts go 
through your mind when 
you come home from work 
or school having begun a 
conversation about Christ, 
only to have your friend 
reject it?  Hopefully, you 
feel like Christ does in this 
passage.  Does their plight 
make you cry?  Jesus begins 
today’s reading by letting us 
know that He was “passing 
through” Jericho.  On His 
way through, He stopped 
and spent time with a tax 
collector named Zacchaeus.  
As a result of the time spent  
with him, Jesus led Zacchaeus 
to salvation. Towards the 
end of the chapter, we see 
that Jesus revealed His true 
heart towards these people.  
Scripture tells us He looked 
over the city and “wept.”  
He wept because He knew 
what salvation would bring 
them, and yet they rejected 
Him, choosing their sin and 
its consequences.  He knew 
that only pain and heartache 
awaited those who rejected 
Christ.  Is that how you feel 
about the lost?  When is 
the last time you wept over 
someone who was not 
saved?  We often become 
frustrated with instead of 
burdened for.  Maybe it is 
time you wept for those who 
do not know Christ and His 
salvation.

luke 19:28-44

luke 19

time to cry

wednesday  |  10.24.12

say what?
Observation: What do I see?

so what?
Interpretation: What does it mean?

now what?
Application: How does it apply to me?

then what?
Implementation: What do I do?



thursday  |  10.25.12

luke 20:9-19

Xtra reading

What message did Jesus 
communicate through the  
parable of the tenants?  He 
was depicting the message 
of the Gospel.  In this parable 
a man owned a vineyard 
and allowed people to rent 
it.  We live our lives on this 
earth on loan from God.  
He created this world and 
gave us life. The farmer sent 
servants to collect his rent, 
and the tenants rejected 
them.  Finally, the farmer 
sent his son to collect the 
rent.  Throughout history God 
sent His servants to collect 
what we owe Him.  They 
clearly demonstrated our 
need to give God our lives in 
humble obedience. Mankind  
rejected those pleas so God 
sent His Son.  We rejected 
Him also and nailed Him to a 
cross.  Eventually, the farmer 
took the offer away and 
gave it to others.  Likewise, 
God has taken His offer of 
salvation from those who 
have rejected it and given it 
to others.  How do you view 
yourself compared to those in 
the parable?  Do you live as if 
your life is on loan from God? 
Are you giving Him what you 
owe or selfishly refusing His 
pleas?  We must carefully 
live our lives, keeping our 
focus on the One who gave 
them to us.  Don’t be like 
the tenants who live selfish, 
ungrateful lives.  

luke 20

say what?
Observation: What do I see?

so what?
Interpretation: What does it mean?

now what?
Application: How does it apply to me?

then what?
 Implementation: What do I do?

grateful living



Xtra reading

Have you ever done what 
Christ asked the disciples to 
do in verse 14? How would 
you do it?  In this chapter, 
Jesus let the disciples know 
that they would face 
opposition and persecution 
in their future. They would be 
brought before rulers to give 
an account for what they 
preached.  As a result, they 
would have an opportunity 
to share the message of 
Christ with these rulers.  As 
they looked ahead to these 
events, they must have felt 
fear, even terror.  What would 
they say, how would they 
respond?  Jesus then gave 
them a startling command.  
They were told to make up 
their mind beforehand not to 
worry about how to defend 
themselves. One  would think 
that Jesus would want them 
to have a plan for such an 
occasion, in order to think 
clearly before the  moment 
of truth.   Not so.  Jesus was 
going to give them the words 
to say.  His expectation for 
them was to live completely 
trusting Him not dependent 
on how prepared they were. 
In the same way, when  
opposition comes, He will be 
there for you.  Do you worry 
about what will happen if 
you take a stand for Christ?  
Commit yourself beforehand 
to trust God to defend you. 

say what?
What do you think might happen if you took a stand for Christ in your 
world?

so what?
Why does that concern you?

now what?
How can you apply the lesson from this passage to your life this week?

then what?
In light of this passage, what personal commitment can you make?

luke 21:10-19

luke 21

take a stand

friday  |  10.26.12



saturday  |  10.27.12

luke 22:24-34

Xtra reading

In today’s reading, Jesus 
gives some encouraging 
words to us about our sin.  Did 
you notice them?  It is also 
important to keep this truth in 
mind when those around us 
fail.  It is the reality that when 
we fail and turn back to God, 
He will restore us to usefulness 
in His service.  Jesus had a 
conversation with Peter in the 
upper room.  In it He warned 
Peter that he would fail.  
He wanted Peter to know 
ahead of time that, while he 
was going to fail, he would 
also turn back and useful 
service would be waiting.  
This is even more amazing 
because  Christ  told  Peter 
this before he denied Him.  
How those words must have 
encouraged him when he 
did fail.  He learned that 
God is the God of second 
chances.  We need these 
words of encouragement 
today. In reality, we will all 
fail at times, and we must 
be assured that when we 
confess sin and turn back to 
God, He will forgive us and 
make us useful in ministry 
again. Peter failed miserably, 
but God desired to use him.  
His failure did not mean his 
service for God was over.  
Let these words encourage 
your heart and  use them to 
encourage others.  God is 
waiting to use us again. 

luke 22

being restored

say what?
Observation: What do I see?

so what?
Interpretation: What does it mean?

now what?
Application: How does it apply to me?

then what?
 Implementation: What do I do?



proverbs 12  

sunday  |  10.28.12

The book of Proverbs was designed to help us in “attaining wisdom and discipline; in 
understanding words of insight; in acquiring a disciplined and prudent life, doing what is 
right and just and fair; in giving prudence to the simple, knowledge and discretion to the 
young.”  As you read through this chapter, write down the verses that are most significant 
to you in your present circumstances.

verse    |     what truth it communicates     |    how it impacts my life



monday  |  10.29.12

luke 23:26-31

Xtra reading

When do you find it the 
most difficult to see the 
needs of others and desire 
to reach out to them?  
Usually it is when you are 
hurting yourself.  Today’s 
reading speaks to that very 
situation. Jesus was in the 
midst of excruciating pain 
and anguish.  He heard false 
accusations against Him.  He  
watched His disciples forsake 
Him and flee.    These were 
the men who vowed to stand 
by Him in His hour of need.  
He had been beaten and 
tortured.  He had a crown of 
thorns placed on His head.  
Now, He was on the road 
to Calvary where He was 
going to  die  on  the cross 
for all sins.  As He carried the 
cross, He was followed by 
a group of people wailing 
and mourning.  In the midst 
of His own pain He spoke to 
them.  He told them that they 
should not cry for Him but for 
themselves.  Their pain would 
be greater because of what 
the people had done that 
day.  Imagine, Jesus heard 
and cared about others 
during His own agony.  Do 
you?  Do you get so caught 
up in your own grief and 
sadness that you fail to 
see that others are hurting 
as well?  Do your burdens 
keep you from reaching out 
to others who might need 
comfort from you? Your pain 
is not an excuse.

luke 23

say what?
Observation: What do I see?

so what?
Interpretation: What does it mean?

now what?
Application: How does it apply to me?

then what?
 Implementation: What do I do?

caring in pain



Xtra reading

Why didn’t the disciples on 
the road to Emmaus know 
that Jesus was right there with 
them?  Could it be that they 
missed Jesus because they 
were too caught up in the 
events of their own lives to 
even notice that He was with 
them.  They had followed 
Him and had seen the painful 
events of His crucifixion.  It 
was on their minds and they 
were so consumed by those 
thoughts that they spoke of 
them to their companion. 
They shared their grief of 
watching the Messiah die. 
They also shared that the 
women said they had seen 
Him alive. Although they 
knew He was no longer in 
the tomb, they had not yet 
seen Jesus themselves.  So 
consumed with the events in 
their own lives, they missed 
Jesus in their midst.  This is 
often even true of us today. 
We get so caught up in the 
events of our lives that we 
do not see Jesus.  Our work 
consumes our thoughts and 
we miss His presence.  Our 
practice schedule or school 
projects weigh on us so 
much that we don’t notice 
when Jesus visits us.  How 
discouraged we can be!  
Examine your life.  Could this 
be true of you now?  Can you 
see Jesus in the midst of your 
world?

say what?
What kind of events in our lives keep us from seeing Christ?

so what?
Why is it so easy for us to miss Christ in difficult circumstances?

now what?
How can you train yourself to look for Christ in the midst of difficult times?

then what?
What personal commitment should you make in light of today’s 
reading?  

luke 24:13-32

luke 24

missing His presence

tuesday  |  10.30.12



wednesday |  10.31.12

 

Xtra reading

As you come to the 
completion of this book, 
what have you learned? In 
what ways are you different 
because you read it?  What 
have you learned about 
Jesus Christ? This book is filled
with so many lessons. Why not
take time today to record the
impact this book has had in 
your life. Don’t be a hearer of
the Word only, but be a doer.
What specific changes do 
you need to make? Use 
today’s questions to help 
you think through what you 
have learned and how you 
can apply it to your life. Also 
if you missed any day s t h i s 
month in your devotions, why 
not take this time today to go 
back and get caught up.

1 thess. 2:17-3:13

say what?
Put into one sentence why you think this book was written.

so what?
If this book was not written, what would you have missed?

now what?
How will what you have written impact your life and ministry?

then what?
In light of what you read this month, what personal commitment should 
you make?

lessons learned






